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A Note from lllinois EPA Director

Doug Scott

0 et with the Will County Environmental Network at the request
of Mary Baskerville back in January to discuss some concerns they had. It was a very
good meeting, where a lot of issues were raised. While many of themdondt come under
the authority of the IEPA, we want to do what we can to understand the issues and find
solutions, if we can. This roundtable meeting today is a result of that meeting in January.
And while | am not able to be there, there are several very knowledgeable professionals
from my staff in attendance who are prepared to listen to the discussions and to
participate in the afternoon sessions discussing some of the hard environmental issues in
Will County and how they relate to each and how to move forward dealing with them. . .
| will follow-up with my staff afterwards, as well as those from the other impacted
agencies, to continue the discussion about the concerns and the outcomes of this

r oundt a-t-tom rerdarks prep ared for the 2009 Environmental Roundtable

OUR THANKS!

The members of the Will County Environmental Network thank each of the participants.
Without the wide variety of public, industry and citizen representation, the Roundtable
would not have been able to foster such a diverse and vibrant discussion of the issues.

The Network wants to especially thank Sam Panno of the lllinois State Geological Survey
for his presentation on the karst topography of the region. Additionally, Network members
thank John LaMotte of the Lakota Group for his generous contributions as moderator. The

members of the Environmental Network also thank Joliet Junior College for providing the

perfect environment for the Roundtable!
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Founded in 1981, the Will County Environmental Network works to protect
& defend the environment. The roundtable gathered in July brought together
a diverse group of forces to focus on ways to achieve a global review of
projects in the region.
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In this report is a look at member concerns. An electronic data base is being

created by the Network to continue the sharing of ideas
instituted during the workshop.
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the hundreds of homes that are ihis rural area. The quarry on the east side of Brandon Road was

worked and quarried until th hole got really deep. Water seeped in, then the water rose higher
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many home owners had to haweeir wells drilled deepe
at their own expenselhe water is clear blue.

The level is the samgear around. Fishermen fish,
families swim, safety classes were held, scuba diving
was taught. Water rescue was practiced by nearby firg #
departments. On the downside, garbage was dumped
Hot cars, trucks and buses were ditched in the water.
There were several drownings.

Basically, our area problem is: Will draining this quarry
of water, drain or contaminate the wells of privately owned homes nearby? What then?
~Wilma Vaksdal, Member
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Chai r mands Report Ke i
The 2009 Will County Environmental Network
Roundtable met on July 9 at Joliet Junior College.
Some 38 people, representing 4 businesses, 13
governments and government agencies, and 3
citizen organizations, attended. Participants were
invited based on their interest through jurisdiction,
business activity, or residence in environmental quality
of the area at the conjunction of Joliet, Jackson,
Channahon and Troy Townships.

Keith Landovitz, event chair, welcomed the
participants. Mary Baskerville, president of the Will
County Environmental Network, described the
purpose of the Roundtable and how it came about.
She called attention to the likelihood that activities in
the area would have overlapping environmental
impacts, and to the need to complement existing
planning and review processes, which focus on
individual projects, with a scheme of regional
understanding and oversight.

Kurt Neibergall, representing the lllinois Environmental
Protection Agency, read a statement of support from
Doug Scott, director of the IEPA, whose plans to
attend the Roundtable was preempted by U.S.
Congressional hearings. Preliminaries concluded with
John LaMotte, a professional planner who
volunteered to serve as facilitator, describing the
agenda for the rest of the meeting.

As a nature lover, mother
and wife, my interest in
advocating to protect the
environment has roots
which-are multiple and
deep. Air and water quality,
land preservation, and
responsible development
are top priorities.

The Will County
Environmental Network
has earned my support
by working on behalf of
individual residents, with
civic leaders, and with
corporate neighbors,
whose decisions ultimately
and often dramatically
impact each and every
resident.
Powerful potential exists
for unprecedented regional
partnership. The Network
offers the people, the
expertise and the passion
to monitor, measure and
mediate local
environmental issues.

Combining
information and
determination, they have
earned the respect and
support of a broad base of
community partners and,
as such, their place at the
table--working for the
greater good.

~ Christine Book,
Member
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Sam Panno, a Senior Scientist on the staff of
the lllinois State Geological Survey, then :
discussed findingsabout the ar ead Will County

Executive Larry Walsh

visits with Keith Landovitz
and Network Director

Kitty Moore during the
Net wor kds Jul

Roundtable meeting at

Joliet Junior College

Panno reported that he and fellow ISGS
scientists had found evidence of karst topography in the area. He briefly explained what
karst topography is, and what implications it has for environmental impacts, particularly
groundwater contamination. Mr. Panno expressed desire to do a more thorough study of
the area, to measure and characterize its karst features with a precision sufficient for the
resulting data to be useful in managing environmental impacts. Mr. Panno concluded by
describing how he could use LIDAR data to carry his study forward. He believed that Will
County had LIDAR data for the area, but he had not been able to get these data.

Next, participants were asked to introduce themselves and the groups that they
represented. Locations of projects, including those of businesses represented at the
meeting, were marked on a map. Participants then had time to share information that
they thought would be helpful to others, and to ask questions and discuss concerns

regarding which they sought othersd6 expertise.

projects in the area, protective and remedial measures that businesses were taking,
collaboration that was occurring between groups represented at the Roundtable and
citizen concerns about water and soil contamination. The discussion continued informally
as the group broke for lunch. After lunch, participants were divided into three focus

Ma



2009 ENVIRONMENTAL ROUNDTABLE

REPORT

groups, each of which included business, government and citizen representatives. Each
group was asked to discuss three questions:

1 How can we create and put into use uniform, comprehensive and up-to-date
environmental information (including, for example, data about topology,
hydrology, woodlands, wetlands and depressional areas) for this area?

1 How can we review public and private improvements and mitigation activities
from the perspective not only of their individual sites, but also of the entire region?

1 How can we sustain and broaden the planning and policy communication
established today?

After the time for deliberation, each group was asked to appoint a speaker, to report the
groupds findings and suggestions. The Roundtabl e
and the ensuing discussion.

Participants also expressed interest in sharing contact information, so that they could
continue discussions begun at the Roundtable. The Will County Environmental Network
will distribute a list of contacts to participants, to facilitate this.

Some definite opportunities for action emerged from the Roundtable. These are listed in
the o0Call t o Aeveraltess ellldefihedwpportunities also emerged during
the Roundtable. Will County Environmental Network members will, through discussion in
t he Ne tsmonthk public meetings and through individual consultation with
Roundtable participants, consider how to act on these opportunities.

1 Several data sets, in addition to the LIDAR data, were mentioned. These include:
I[EPA landfill post-closure monitoring data, new IEPA groundwater models and new
characterizations created by businesses with projects in the area. There appears to
be opportunity to share these, and perhaps additional, data sets.

1 There was much discussion about public health issues related to private wells, and
about the importance of private well water testing. There may be opportunities to
educate area residents about well testing, and to facilitate bulk purchase, and
possibly subsidy, of tests.
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1 There may be benefit in establishing a groundwater task force such as exists in
other counties.

1 Regional planning groups now operating in lllinois may have guidance to offer
regarding regional management of environmental impacts.

1 Further education about the responsibilities and jurisdictions of local, state and
federal agencies may benefit those with an interest in the area.

The members of the Will County Environmental Network thank those who attended the
Roundtable for making it a productive meeting.

A CALLTO ACTION

Consensus definedhtee definite opportunities for action

9 For Will County to make its LIDAR data available to the Illinois
State Geological Survey, so that ISGS scientists can complete a
more detailed study of karst features in the area. Dean Olson, of

the Will County Lan d Use Department, agreed to pursue this

9 For the United States Geological Survey to perform a water
resources assessment of the area. The Will County Environmental
Network will review with the USGS the protocol for requesting
such an assessment.

1 For the Will County Environmental Network to establish a Web site
for sharing environmental data and news specifically about the
area.
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2009 ROUNDTABLE PARTICIPANTS

Citizens Against Ruining the Environmeiiten Rendulich
CenterPoint Properties, Eric Gilbert

City of Joliet, Kristen Gunderse

DeBe Land Development, John Hock

lllinois Department of Natural Resources, laaBerna

lllinois Environmental Protection Agency,
Rick Cobb, Chrisebman, Tammy Mitchell,
Kurt Neibergall, Megan Olson

lllinois Geological Survey, Sam Panno

. LEtAY2A4 S5SLINLYSYyd 27F t dzo:
Orhe Will County Environmental
Network is a very, very important
avenue for me because | am a Office of lllinois SerA. JWilhelmi
concerned person and | like to know
AAT OO0 xEAOGBO CI ET ¢
) TEOA ET 8 &I O UAAl Midwest Generation, Bill Constantelos, Charles Parnell
have an opportunity togo to an

organization ike this-where you can
ETTx xEAO8O CIEI C || US.EPA, Elissa Speizman
you can voice your opinionSo, the
Environmental Network is good for
everyone» to keep our environment L o{ @ wSLI® 5 S officeSarylih fuhe@AdyE 2 y
healthy, and safe for the young ones
as well!" Saving the green space is very
important because wildlife lives in the Will County Executive Larry Walsh
green space. Kids that are coming up
xEl1 EAOA A AEAT AR
creation, and the animals. If you take
AxAU OEA COAAT ObPA
any wildlife around because they will

Office of lllinois Rep. Jack McGuire, Kyle McEvilly

The Lakota Group, John LaMotte

Total Christian Life MinistrfpastorTracyJennings

U.S. Geological Survey, Bob Kay

Waste Management, Bill Plunkett

Will County Health Department, Brian Scanlon and
Elizabeth Bilotta
Will County Land Use, Datartke and Dean Olson
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~ Leon BilbrewWCENDiIrector
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Dan Whitler and Marge Whitler are
founding members of
isvery importantii |  d ckno@vtof
anything else that is more important.
We 6 v e tglave clean water, clean
food and

~ Marge Whitler

ol—was very
encouraged by the number of people
in the different governmental
organizations that came to the
Roundtable. They were very attentive
and I think the majority got a new
awareness of what was going on in the
a r e a-Jadice Burke

as a beginning step.

cl ean up thi

i mpressed

OUR ELECTRONIC DATA BASE:

Roundtable Participants identified the
need for a web-based method of
updating each other and continuing
the dialogue started during the
Roundtable. The Network will provide
the webpage and e-mail information

Please contact the Network with a name and e-mail contact to be shared on the
data base. You may also forward any links to your site that you want to share with

participants:
E-mail:

Webpage links:

WORKING TO PROTECT § DEFEND THE ENVIRONMENT



